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Introduction
In their respective Codes of Nomenclature the botanist and the zoologist have provisions for sub-dividing the principal taxonomic ranks. Only the zoologist, however, has the additional provision for associating these ranks into super taxa. Our simpler system of classifying plants sufficed when algal divisions were solely defined on pigmentation, the bacteria were regarded as very simple fungi, the lower fungi were a single class, the higher plants a single division, and the viruses poorly understood. Now, however, most of the old classes and many of the families have been raised to divisional rank, the bacteria and blue-green "algae" are on the other side of the major cytological divide, and the viruses are a well defined assemblage. These relatively recent taxonomic promotions, the lack of over taxa, and the adherance, for lack of a really better alternative, to the two kingdom system has engendered great confusion in general textbooks of biology and botany. This is reflected, e.g., in An Evolutionary Survey of the Plant Kingdom (Scagel et al., 1965) in which Nonvascular Plants comprise the Slime Molds, True Fungi, Bacteria and Viruses, Algae (including the blue-greens), and Bryophytes; in Nonseed Plants: Form and Function (Doyle, 1970) in which it is stated that "Nonseed plants form a heterogeneous group that includes bacteria, fungi, algae, bryophytes, ferns, and the so-called fern allies. They are separated from seed plants by a single distinctive feature: they do not reproduce by seeds. Thus nonseed plants (like the invertebrates of the animal kingdom) are defined by negation, a conceptually unsatisfactory but occasionally useful procedure." and in Bergey's Manual of Determinative Bacteriology (Breed et al.) in which the Rickettsiales, Mycoplasmatales, and Virales are encompassed in the Microtatobiotes. The consequence of these and similar presentations is that a plant is now any genetic system that is non-aniimal and that the available hierarchial nomenclature within this botanical amalgam now fails in its primary purpose of distinguishing and grouping major assemblages.
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Recognizing that previous proposals to open out the system by a horizontal The name of a subdivision is formed in a similar manner; it is distinguished from a divisional name by an appropriate prefix or suffix or by the ending -phytina, except when it is a subdivision of Fungi, in which case it should end in -mycotina.
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